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● Preparing critical, empathetic, and ethical learners for higher 

education and beyond

● Resilience and self-management skills to undertake global challenges

● International-mindedness/global citizenship which aligns with our 

mission statement that focuses on our diverse community, social, 

physical, and virtual environments, and creativity 

● Inclusive curriculum for all kinds of learners. At ISUtrecht, we aim to 

widen accessibility through subject choices (e.g. from humanities, 

sciences, or arts focus)

● University recognition throughout the world

● Lifelong learners

Why the DP?



As of 3 September 2019, there are 3,421 schools offering the DP, in 157 different 
countries worldwide (IB website).

The DP curriculum is made up of six subject 
groups and the DP core, comprising theory of 
knowledge (TOK), creativity, activity, service 
(CAS) and the extended essay (EE).

Through the DP core, students reflect on the 
nature of knowledge, complete independent 
research and undertake a project that often 
involves community service.

IB DP Mission: “Preparing students for 
success in higher education and to be 
active participants in a global society.”

The DP Model

https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/what-is-the-dp/key-facts-about-the-dp/


Critical Thinking Skills

https://ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/research/pdfs/dp-cp-key-findings-a4-en.pdf



21st-Century Skills

https://ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/research/pdfs/dp-cp-key-findings-a4-en.pdf



Higher Education Outcomes

https://ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/research/pdfs/dp-cp-key-findings-a4-en.pdf



https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/dpdestinationsurveyus.pdf

University Acceptance Rates

https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/dpdestinationsurveyus.pdf


ISUtrecht Results: 2022

• 2022: 100% Passing Rate (including Nov retake)
• World Passing rate (May session): 85.85% 
• Highest 2x: 42 points; Average: 32 points

• Number of candidates that registered in the session: 54 
• Number of candidates that successfully passed the diploma: 53
• (Number of students obtaining a bilingual diploma: 16



ISUtrecht Results: 2021

• 2021: 100% Passing Rate 
• World Passing rate (May session): 89%
• Highest 2x: 43 points; Average: 33 points

• Number of candidates that registered in the session: 42
• Number of candidates that successfully passed the diploma: 42
• Number of students obtaining a bilingual diploma: 14



ISUtrecht Results: 2020

• 2020: 97.4% Passing Rate (including Nov retake)
• Worldwide Passing Rate (May session): 79.10%
• Highest: 42 points; Average: 30 points

• Number of candidates that registered in the session: 39
• Number of candidates that successfully passed the diploma: 38
• Number of students obtaining a bilingual diploma: 18



ISUtrecht Results: 2019

• 2019: 95.6% Passing Rate (including Nov retake)
• Worldwide Passing Rate (May session): 77.81%
• Highest: 37 points; Average: 29 points

• Number of candidates that registered in the session: 23
• Number of candidates that successfully passed the diploma: 22
• Number of students obtaining a bilingual diploma: 9



ISUtrecht Results 2018 (first cohort)

• 2018: 80% Passing Rate (all retakers passed)
• Worldwide Passing Rate (May session): 77.40%
• Highest: 38 points; Average: 30 points

• Number of candidates that registered in the session: 15
• Number of candidates that successfully passed the diploma: 12
• Number of students obtaining a bilingual diploma: 5



“Annually, DP students request transcripts 
sent to over 3,300 institutions of higher 
education in nearly 90 countries.” (IB 
website)

ISUtrecht Tertiary Placements

• Amsterdam University College (NL)
• Barcelona University (Spain)
• Erasmus University (NL)
• Groningen University (NL)
• Leiden University (NL)
• Kings College London (UK)
• Maastricht University (NL)
• Massey University (New Zealand)
• Raboud University (NL)
• Royal Academy Brussels (Belgium)
• Technical University Delft (NL)
• Technical University Eindhoven (NL)
• Technical University Enschede (NL)
• Technical University Twente (NL)

• University of Amsterdam (NL)
• University of Groningen (NL)
• University of Portsmouth (UK)
• University of Oxford (UK)
• University of Saint Andrews (UK)
• University of Twente (NL)
• Utrecht University (NL)
• Utrecht University College (NL)
• University of Veterinary Medicine Budapest 
(Hungary)
• Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam (NL)
• Wageningen University (NL)
• WDKA Rotterdam Advertising (NL)

https://www.ibo.org/university-admission/recognition-of-the-ib-diploma-by-countries-and-universities/faqs/
https://www.ibo.org/university-admission/recognition-of-the-ib-diploma-by-countries-and-universities/faqs/


• 2 lessons/week (100 hours)
• Grades A-D* (cannot be an E)
• 1.5 points in combination with the EE
• DP1 – Exhibition DP1 March
• DP2 – Essay (1600 words) DP2 Feb
• Handbook on Managebac

DP Core: Theory of Knowledge



• No scheduled classes
• Grades A-D* (cannot be an E)
• 1.5 points in combination with TOK
• DP1 
• Core Skills: Sep-Nov
• Proposals: December
• Drafts: April - June

• DP2
• Full version 1 Sep
• Final version 15 Oct

• Handbook on Managebac

DP Core: Extended Essay



• 1 reflection period a week.
• Wed/Fri last two periods scheduled time for 

experiences. Different workshops on offer. 
• Reflections based on 7 learning outcomes
• CAS Project (service, collaborative) and longer 

than 1 month.  
• No grade but pass or fail 
• Handbook on Managebac

DP Core: CAS



● Variety of resources

● University Subject Requirements (mostly NL)

● G10 Subject Choices booklet

● DP Subject Briefs

● 6 subjects + Core (TOK, CAS, EE - independent)

● 3 Standard level

● 3 Higher level

DP Subject Choices

https://isutrecht-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/olivia_ayes_isutrecht_nl/EXwzLxv3sFBBtxiQ15Yp3KgBqDSzQH10eYJnsSzKgXeS0Q
https://isutrecht-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/olivia_ayes_isutrecht_nl/EZXpVOp2PhZFlt7k6yoClzIBdBrf3_Z5C22r6Du4_QAdhg
https://www.ibo.org/university-admission/latest-curriculum-updates/


● Limitations

● Choice needs to fit the timetable

● Some lessons take place at the same time – clusters

● Not more than 1 Pamoja

● Pamoja or SSST

● HL subjects require at least a 5 in MYP midterm and end 

of year reports

● If too few students choose a subject it is not offered

DP Subject Choices



● English LL SL or HL

● Dutch LL SL or HL

● SSST (school supported self taught) Literature – SL only

● Literature only (9 texts for independent literary analysis)

● One scheduled lesson a week

● Mother tongue language

● Need to find a tutor outside school (at least 1x per week)

● Cannot be combined with a Pamoja course

● Combined with English B HL (results in bilingual diploma)

Group 1: Language and Literature



● Dutch B SL or HL

● Dutch ab initio SL (little or no formal learning of language)

● English B HL 

● Spanish B SL or HL

● Spanish ab initio SL (little or no formal teaching of language)

● A choice from group 1 (results in bilingual diploma)

Group 2: Language Acquisition



● History SL or HL

● Business Management SL or HL

● Geography SL or HL

● Economics SL or HL

● Pamoja courses – Psychology only

● Approx €2500 for two years

● Students need to be very independent

● Cannot be combined with SSST

Group 3: Individuals and Societies



● Biology SL or HL

● Chemistry SL or HL

● Physics SL or HL

● If medicine or science is an interest, universities often require 

all three sciences. This means students do not take a Group 

3 or Group 6.

Group 4: Experimental Sciences



● Mathematics

● Number and algebra 

● Functions 

● Geometry and trigonometry 

● Statistics and probability 

● Calculus

● Mathematics Analysis and Approaches SL or HL – Subject Brief

● Theoretical approach

● Science or engineering studies at most universities

● German students who might attend university in Germany

● Mathematics Applications and Interpretation SL or HL – Subject Brief

● Applied approach 

● Non-science/engineering studies at university

● Math AI HL is required for some Business/Economic courses

Group 5: Maths

https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/subject-brief-dp-math-analysis-and-approaches-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/subject-brief-dp-math-applications-and-interpretations-en.pdf


Math Pathways

https://isutrecht-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/olivia_ayes_isutrecht_nl/EQdBiod_iApJnNqqsTJLDBkBxSexki6T1caaPN8814b1Zw


● Visual Arts SL or HL

● Music SL or HL

● Second group 3 or 4 subject

Group 6: The Arts



Sample Choices (changes per cohort)



Subject Internal External / Exam

Group 1: Language A SL: 30%      HL: 20% SL: 70%       HL: 80%

Group 2: Language B 25% 75%

Group 3: I&S 25% 75%

Group 4: Sciences 20% 80%

Group 5: Mathematics 20% 80%

Group 6: Arts 40% 60% / 0%

TOK 33% 67% / 0%

EE 100% / 0%

Internal Assessment Components



● Last week of April and most of May

● Usually overlaps with May Holiday & Ascension

● Morning session + afternoon session

Final Exams (DP2) 



Diploma Requirements



● Curriculum alignment to foster MYP transition into DP.

● Career discussions, events, and research, starting in MYP4 (Grade 9): 

● What types of careers do students find interesting/suitable? 

● What further education do students need to get there?

● Personal Development & mentor lessons focused on career pathways.

● Grade 10 to DP Shadow Week in January.

● Open days & university visits.

Preparations from MYP



● When should students decide on the subjects they are interested in for university? Preferably considered in 

Grade 9 when pathway choices are discussed. Along the way, we share information in this folder with 

parents and students.

● How can students get admission to Universities in Netherlands with a DP diploma etc? The DP full diploma is 

fully recognised by the Dutch Ministry. Most programmes in the NL require application through Studielink

(more information through the careers counsellor and university websites).

● In case a student moves to another IB school in the course of the DP, how compatible are DP programs 

between one IB school and another? There is some leeway, but subject packages are normally dependent 

on the school, so transferring may not be fully compatible.

● How are students prepared to choose their DP subjects? We start providing guidance in Grade 9 and more 

in-depth during careers sessions in Grade 10.

FAQs

https://isutrecht-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/olivia_ayes_isutrecht_nl/EtaFvzjIVv1KqJ-UZdEXqsoBEuP7z-owChDwq8-x9w4qSw


● Is DP exam pass fail or point based? If the latter, what is our standing on the points results? The 
DP subjects are points based, although CAS is one component that is pass/fail. We are in very 

good standing.

● What are requirements for the DP? Please see previous slides, the Promotion Criteria on the 

website and the Math Pathways document.

● How much time is required for students to study in the DP? In general, students are required 
to study independently (outside of class) 15 hours per week.

● What happens when a student fails? There are retake exams available in November, but this 

delays their university entrance. 

● What is the DP equivalent to in Dutch schools? This pre-university pathway is equivalent 

to VWO in the Dutch curriculum, although the programmes are very different.
● Other questions?

FAQs

https://www.isutrecht.nl/our-school/policies-school-guide
https://isutrecht-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/olivia_ayes_isutrecht_nl/EQdBiod_iApJnNqqsTJLDBkBxSexki6T1caaPN8814b1Zw?e=VdrBQo


● Please see: https://www.isutrecht.nl/apply-to-our-school

● Contact: Olivia Ayes (olivia.ayes@isutrecht.nl)

Additional Questions? 

https://www.isutrecht.nl/apply-to-our-school



